
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION AND TRANSITION SERVICES

Background: The Arizona Center for Disability Law (ACDL) has received many calls reporting that schools are graduating students with disabilities once they complete their required credits, even if the students have not yet received all of their transition services. We are taking this issue to the Arizona Department of Education. In the meantime, this fact sheet includes basic information to help parents advocate for their children to receive all of their transition and other IEP services before high school graduation.

The Law: Some schools are telling parents there is a new law concerning graduation. This is not true. Both federal law (the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, or IDEA) and Arizona law require school districts and charter schools to provide a "free appropriate public education," or FAPE, to eligible special needs students between the ages of three and 21. An Individualized Education Program, or IEP, must be created for each student. Once the student turns 16, the IEP must include transition services which will help her prepare for adult life. These laws have not changed.

What You Can Do: If you do not agree with the school's decision to graduate your child because he still needs transition services or other IEP services, you can:

Ask the school in writing for an IEP meeting. Be sure to ask the IEP team to decide that

your child needs more than four years of high school in order to receive all of the services in his IEP. Make sure that any IEP team members who have the power to make this happen come to the meeting.

If you are not happy with the result of the IEP meeting:

Ask the school for written notice of its decision to graduate your child even though she has not received all of the services in her IEP.

Contact the ACDL at (602) 274-6287 or (800) 927-2260 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays or Fridays to speak with a person on our staff.

You can file a complaint with the Arizona Department of Education. You can also ask for mediation. Go to http://www.ade.state.az.us/ess/dispute/ or call (602) 542-3084 for more information. Remember, under the IDEA you have the right to due process to challenge decisions made by the school about your child's educational services.


